
  

THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF GRAND FORKS 
 
PRIMARY COMMITTEE MEETING OF COUNCIL 
MONDAY MARCH 19, 2007 
 
PRESENT: MAYOR NEIL KROG 
 COUNCILLOR ANN GORDON 
 COUNCILLOR TOM HINTER 
 COUNCILLOR PATRICK O’DOHERTY 
 COUNCILLOR GENE ROBERT 
 COUNCILLOR TOM SHKRABUIK 
    
 CITY MANAGER    V. Kumar 
 CITY CLERK     L. Burch 
 CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER   D. Zabinsky 
  
 GALLERY  
 

 
The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. 
 
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 
 
AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA: 

 None 
 
MOTION: O’DOHERTY / ROBERT 
 
RESOLVED THAT THE AGENDA OF THE PRIMARY COMMITTEE MEETING OF 
MONDAY, MARCH 19, 2007, BE ADOPTED AS CIRCULATED.    CARRIED. 
 

 
REGISTERED PETITIONS AND DELEGATIONS: 

None 
 

 
QUESTION PERIOD FROM THE PUBLIC: 
 
Mayor Krog stated that City Council is interested in hearing from the public on the issues it 
is dealing with or on any other issue that is of interest to the general public.  To ensure that 
this process is open and does not feel uncomfortable to anyone, he advised that Council has 
set up some parameters to follow.  He requested the gallery that prior to speaking about 
their issue that they would advise Council of the following: 

(cont’d next page) 
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1. Identify yourself, stating your name and place of residence and the issue you are 
bringing forward. 

2. The subject of your participation should be limited to items of broad public interest, not 
personal to your property.  This is not a forum for complaints.  Any complaints will be 
dealt with by Staff and can be made by calling or attending City Hall or other City 
department during business hours. 

3. Presentations:  You must limit your questions and or comments to a maximum of five 
(5) minutes including questions from Council.  This will permit time for all that are 
present to participate. 

4. Council may not make any decisions at this meeting and if Council wishes, the item 
would be referred to Staff for follow-up and recommendation for Council to consider at 
a regular meeting of Council. 

Roy Ronaghan inquired as to the TILMA Agreement, and further inquired as to the City’s position 
on the Agreement.  The City Manager advised that Council referred the agreement, when it was 
received a couple of months ago, to UBCM for their investigation and further study, and are 
satisfied with the response, including the Minister’s response.  Mr. Ronaghan was advised that 
Council has received the matter for information.  The Mayor thanked Mr. Ronaghan for his inquiry.  
 
 
OPERATIONAL DISCUSSION & PRESENTATIONS BY STAFF: 
 

a) Electrical Utility Presentation on the Operation of the Utility – R. Leslie, P.Eng. 
 
By way of power-point presentation, Russ Leslie outlined the operation of the Electrical Utility 
touching on the planned operational and capital improvements for the year 2007.  Mr. Leslie 
outlined his role as the City’s Electrical Consultant.  Mr. Leslie’s presentation covered the 
following points:   

• Advised that the City’s electrical utility is a distribution only utility. 
• Stated that the City has 3 Journeyman technicians and support personnel from City Hall, such 

as billing services, etc., for about 2000 accounts. 
• He advised that the City’s electrical utility department operates and maintains high voltage 

and low voltage facilities. 
• He outlined the planned capital activities for 2007, including new poles, street lights, and 

transformers 
• Advised that the big capital project for last year was the replacement of electrical line to 

Observation Mt. 
• Advised that electrical meters are read remotely, reducing the time it takes to read meters and 

improving the accuracy of the meter readings.  He stated that Grand Forks may very well 
be the first utility in Canada to be fully remote.   

• He stated that a new line truck is in service this year, and advised Council that the crews 
appreciate Council’s leadership in providing the badly needed new equipment. 

• He discussed the 2006 – new rate schedule 
• Advised that during 2007 a new second supply point on the corner of Coalshute Road and 

Donaldson Drive is being installed as well as the Upgrading of the line on Donaldson 
Drive.  He stated that post testing is currently being conducted in the utility to determine 
state of pole, and to treat the poles for pest prevention.  
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• Mr. Leslie advised that in restructuring electrical rates, Grand Forks has achieved one of the 

lowest rates in the province, except for Nelson and BC Hydro who have other power 
resources, adding that Grand Forks rates are some of the lowest in North America.     

• In conclusion he discussed the flat rate administration fee charged and how it compares to the 
administration rate charged by Fortis.   

 
In commenting on the presentation made, Councillor Robert advised that there will be a dividend 
paid for all users of the Grand Forks Electrical Utility. 
 
MOTION: SHKRABUIK / O’DOHERTY 
 
RESOLVED THAT THE PRESENTATION MADE BY RUSS LESLIE, THE CITY’S 
ELECTRICAL CONSULTANT, ON THE OPERATION AND PLANNED CAPITAL 
UPGRADES OF THE ELECTRICAL UTILITY, BE RECEIVED. 

CARRIED. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION: 
 

a)  City Clerk’s Report – Proposed Amendments to the OCP and Zoning Bylaws 
 
MOTION: SHKRABUIK / GORDON 
 
RESOLVED THAT THE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS TO COUNCIL THAT THE 
APPLICATION TO RE-DESIGNATE PROPERTY LEGALLY DESCRIBED AS LOT 1, DL 380, 
PLAN KAP77077, FROM HIGHWAY AND TOURIST COMMERCIAL TO LOW DENSITY 
RESIDENTIAL, AND THE APPLICATION TO REMOVE THE PROPERTY FROM THE 
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT AREA IN THE OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN, AND THE 
APPLICATION TO REZONE PROPERTY LEGALLY DESCRIBED AS LOT 1, DL 380, PLAN 
KAP77077, FROM  HC (HIGHWAY COMMERCIAL) TO R1 (SINGLE AND TWO FAMILY) 
BE PERMITTED TO PROCEED TO PUBLIC HEARING.                         CARRIED. 
 

 
b) City Manager’s Report – Environmental Stewardship at Local Level 

 
MOTION: O’DOHERTY / ROBERT 
 
RESOLVED THAT THE COMMITTEE RELEASES THE 3-LEVELS OF STEWARDSHIP 
DOCUMENT TO THE COMMUNITY FOR INPUT FOR 60 DAYS AND SOON THEREAFTER, 
WITH ANY AMENDMENTS, ADOPTS THE 3-LEVELS OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
STEWARDSHIP AS THE GENERAL PRINCIPLES TO GUIDE INDIVIDUALS, THE CITY 
AND COMMERCE.                                                                                                CARRIED. 
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REQUESTS FROM CORRESPONDENCE: 
None 
 

 
INFORMATION  ITEMS: 
None 
 

 
LATE ITEMS: 
None 
 

 
REPORTS, QUESTIONS AND INQUIRIES FROM MEMBERS OF COUNCIL (VERBAL) 
 

 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
MOTION: SHKRABUIK 
 
RESOLVED THAT THIS PRIMARY COMMITTEE MEETING BE ADJOURNED AT 7:18 
P.M. 

CARRIED. 
 

 
C E R T I F I E D  C O R R E C T: 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
MAYOR NEIL KROG 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
CITY CLERK – LYNNE BURCH 
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